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SUBJECT: TASS ATTACK ON VOA 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. 

1 . TASS WIRE LATE EVENING FEBRUARY 10 CARRIED "POLITICAL ANALYSIS" 

BY VLADIMIR GONCHAROV WHICH CONTAINS STRONGEST AND MOST POINTED 
CRITICISM OF VOICE OF AMERICAN BROADCASTS IN RECENT MEMORY. 

2. ATTACK CENTERS ON HEAVY VOA COVERAGE OF RECENT DISSIDENT 
ACTIVITIES IN EASTERN ERUOPE. GONCHAROV SAYS THAT THE RADIO CENTER 
WHICH WAS NEVER DISTINGUISHED BY LACK OF BIAS AND EVEN LESS BY 
FRIENDLINESS TOWARDS THE SOVIET UNION AND THE WORLD OF SOCIALISM 
JOINED OTHER WESTERN RADIO STATIONS IN THE LAST FEW DAYS TO 
MOUNT A FIERCE CAMPAIGN THAT CANNOT BE DESCRIBED AS ANYTHING BUT 
HOSTILE. THE TASS PIECE CONTINUES BY ALLEGING THAT "HARDLY EVER 

IN THE PAST WAS THERE A CAMPAIGN AS INTENSIVE 

AS THIS. LISTENERS WHO HEARD THE VOICE OF AMERICA FEBRUARY 8 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 MOSCOW 02004 111628Z 

PROGRAM ON INTERNATIONAL SUBJECTS COULD NOT FAIL TO NOTICE THAT 
PRACTICALLY 100 PERCENT OF THIS ONE-HOUR PROGRAM CONSISTED OF 
ATTACKS ON THE SOVIET UNION AND OTHER SOCIALIST COUNTRIES. ALL 
OTHER INTERNATIONAL SUBJECTS WERE IGNORED." 

3. GONCHAROV THEN SAYS THAT VOA BY USING STATEMENTS FROM 
"RENEGADES AND ANTI-SOVIETEERS ... GROSSLY INTERFERED IN THE 
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DOMESTIC AFFAIRS OF SOVIERIGN STATES WHICH IS KNOWN TO GO BASICALLY 
AGAINST THE HELSINKI DECISIONS." HE CITES AS EVIDENCE FACT THAT 
"CHARTER-77" WHICH HE DESCRIBES AS "SLANDEROUS PAMPHLET WRITTEN BY 
THE ENEMIES OF PEOPLES POWER" WAS REFERRED TO "SOME 200 TIMES" IN 
ONE WEEK OF RUSSIAN LANGUAGE BROADCASTS BY VOA "AND OTHER WESTERN 
RADIO STATIONS." 

4. GONCHAROV THEN SHIFTS GEARS TO CITE "NUMEROUS FACTS" ON "GENU- 
INE VIOLATIONS" OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN WESTERN COUNTRIES WHICH WESTERN 
MEDIA SUPPOSEDLY IGNORE. AS AN EXAMPLE HE MENTIONS STRASBOURG 
CONDEMNATION OF BRITISH ACTIONS IN ULSTER. HE CONCLUDES HIS COM- 
MENTARY BY SAYING THAT VOA "HAS EVERY OPPORTUNITY TO GIVE 
EXTENSIVE COVERAGE OF GENUINE VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND IT 
WILL CERTAINLY EARN THE GRATITUDE OF LISTENERS IF IT DOES THIS." 

END UNCLASSIFED. 

5. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. COMMENT: TASS AND BY DIRECT 
IMPLICATION THOSE WHO SET TASS POLICY CLEARLY UPSET OVER VERY 
THOROUGH WESTERN TREATMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN USSR. 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA, POLAND, ET AL. BY JUMPING ON VOA, HOW- 
EVER, RATHER THAN USUAL BETES NOIRE RL AND RFE (NO OTHER STATION 
IS MENTIONED BY NAME IN PIECE) SOVIETS SEEM TO BE SAYING THEY 
PARTICULARLY IRKED BY EMPHASIS GIVEN THIS SUBJECT ON VOA RUSSIAN 
SERVICE. CARROT HELD OUT BY GONCHAROV IN HIS WIND-UP IS 
ESPECIALLY CUTE; PERSUMABLE VOA JUST WAITING FOR THIS PRODDING TO 
PURGE ITSELF AND EARN ETERNAL GRATITUDE OF ITS "LISTENERS" AT 
TASS HEADQUARTERS. 

TOON 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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